                               Jewish Early Childhood Educators Rock the Arts in Cleveland 
9th Annual ECE-RJ Conference

I (we) had the good fortune of joining one hundred and twenty five early childhood educators from Reform Jewish congregations across the United States for the ninth annual conference, ECE-RJ Rocks the Arts with Ruach! January 15-17, 2009 in Cleveland, Ohio. 
This dynamic conference offered a unique opportunity for those of us who work in Jewish early childhood education to renew our own commitment to learning and to Judaism, while focusing on expanding our knowledge and faith with the same devotion to learning which we aspire to instill in our children and their families throughout the year.  
The conference consisted of three days of workshops, networking and creative worship, bringing together congregational early childhood education directors, teachers, specialists and lay leaders. Educational consultant, Deborah Shein, set the tone with her creative key note address at the opening dinner. In addition, I (we) participated in a wide variety of workshop offerings and many innovative program ideas I look forward to sharing with the staff and families here at ____________________ (name of school)   
The conference was hosted by two congregations in the Cleveland area, The Temple- Tifereth Israel, and Anshe Chesed Fairmount Temple. Friday afternoon, Lori Kowit, the early childhood director of the Ganon Gil Preschool at The Temple- Tifereth Israel and her enthusiastic staff lead tours of their beautiful classrooms. A wonderful Shabbat dinner was served, followed by the ever popular Rock My Soul Shabbat; lead by Rabbi Richard Block, Cantor Kathy Sebo and the Rock My Soul Band.  Saturday morning Anshe Chesed Fairmount Temple served as the host congregation with Rabbi Joshua Caruso and Cantor Sarah J. Sager engaging us in Shabbat morning worship.  Afterwards early childhood director Pam Deutsch and her dedicated staff made themselves available for tours of their wonderful facility.  We then enjoyed a delicious Shabbat lunch sponsored by Fairmount Temple.
Saturday afternoon provided options to take in the famous Rock ‘n Roll Hall of Fame, or an opportunity to spend time in some of Cleveland’s wonderful museums. By afternoon we gathered at the Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage where private tours were given by museum docents before Havdalah and ECE-RJ board installations with Dan Utley and Julie Moss from Anshe Chesed Fairmount Temple. The conference ended with a special dessert concert featuring Todd Herzog who proudly introduced music from his new CD, as well a performance with three ECE-RJ members who assisted Todd in composing an ECE-RJ theme song!  

I (we) am (are) very fortunate to be a member(s)of the Early Childhood Educators of Reform Judaism (ECE-RJ), the youngest affiliate professional organization of the Union for Reform Judaism, who sponsors these wonderful conferences every year. ECE-RJ represents professionals in all fields of Jewish early childhood education, serving as a voice for educators, providing synagogue leadership with current information about the benefits of early childhood education for congregations and young families, as well as useful guidelines for its members and their extended communities about salaries, contracts, and benefits, and cultivating opportunities for lifelong learning and continuing education.

Thank you for giving me and ________________mention other members of your staff who attended) this wonderful opportunity.
Your signature
