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DANA ROSENBLOOM, VP of Communications, New York City, NY 
I have always loved working with children and knew, even as a child myself, that my 
career path would include them.  I graduated with a master's degree 
in Infant and Parent Development and Early Intervention, and have a 
dual certification in general and special early childhood education.  
During the past 9 years I have worked as a special education support 
teacher (helping early childhood teachers with inclusion and 
behavioral techniques), an early childhood classroom teacher, a day 
camp director, a SEIT and early intervention special instructor, as 
well as a parent educator.  I was thrilled to join the general board of 
ECE-RJ in 2009 as the Communication Chair.  ECE-RJ has offered 
me a sense of belonging, education and guidance, which have been 
invaluable.  I live in New York City with my pug, Harley, and look 
forward to what the future holds for me.   
 
“As the Vice President of Communications, I will work to integrate our various 
means of electronic communications (listserves, website, blogs) into one central 
location.  I'd like to make each of these modalities more easily accessible and 
useful for our members.  Ideally, the Communications Committee, using the 
website and blog, will help encourage non-members to join our terrific 
organization. I also feel strongly about helping teachers see the importance of 
having a voice and becoming active in ECE-RJ.” 
  
DAVID WORTON, VP of Conference Planning, San Francisco, CA 
I am currently the director of Temple Emanu-El Preschool in San Francisco.  I 
have worked for 30 years in the field of early childhood education serving in Jewish 

preschools for seven of those years.  I have a MA in Infant & 
Toddler Development from Bank Street College of Education.  I 
was on the Facilitators Committee for the 2008 & 2009 
Conferences and Vice President of Conference Planning in 2010 
& 2011.  I enjoy backpacking and hiking have a 15-year-old 
daughter. 
  
“As VP of Conference Planning, I hope to facilitate the 
redirection the ECE-RJ is taking for greater involvement at 
the Biennial and the potential recasting of the annual 
conference to a bi-annual alternating schedule between full-
member conference and director’s symposium.  These efforts 

should support the ECE-RJ’s goal of increased political and professional 
influence within the URJ.” 
  
HEIDI BAKER, M.J.Ed., VP of Finance, Newton, MA 
I have been in the field of early childhood education for the past twenty-five years in both 
the public and private sector.  I am currently the director of Temple Beth Avodah Nursery 
School in Newton.  I have been here for the past 
fourteen years and enjoy working with children and their 
families in a Reform Jewish setting.  Three years ago I 
also took on the additional position of Renaissance 
Educator, which includes family programming and 
curriculum development in the religious school.  I have 
recently completed a Master's degree in Jewish 
Education at Hebrew College in Boston, MA. I am proud 
to be a founding member of ECE-RJ.  Personally, I am 
the parent of two teens aged sixteen and nineteen.  I live in Sharon, Massachusetts with 
my husband and children. 
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 “I am proud to be a founding member of ECE-RJ.  As the Vice President of 
Finance I will work closely with the Board regarding all of our financial matters 
and will strive to make us increasingly more fiscally responsible.” 
 
 
EDYE SUMMERFIELD, VP of Membership, Atlanta, GA 
I am a graduate of the University of Tennessee where I received my bachelor’s degree 
in Early Childhood Education/Child Development.  I have been an early childhood 

educator in Atlanta for over 20 years.  I have been a classroom 
teacher in a both an intergenerational child care center and a 
college lab school, Assistant Director at a JCC preschool 
program, director of a full-day for-profit child care center, and a 
state supervisor for the lottery funded Prekindergarten 
program.    
 
The Temple Early Learning Center is in its 7th year of operation 
and I joined the staff as the Director during its 2nd year.  I have 

been on the local Georgia Association of Young Children’s board and am currently 
serving my 2nd year as the Chair of Atlanta’s Jewish Early Childhood Council. In my time 
away from the school you can find me playing mahjong, enjoying the outdoors, cheering 
on the Tennessee VOLS (The Tennessee Volunteers) football team, or with my niece 
and nephew who also live in Atlanta.  
 
“This is my 2nd year on the ECE-RJ board and I am excited about my new position 
as Membership Vice President.  I believe strongly in the work that we as Reform 
Jewish educators are doing.  I am grateful for the opportunity to share with others 
all that this amazing organization can do to support each and every one of us.”   
 
 
NANCY BOSSOV, RJE, VP of Professional Development, Cherry Hill, NJ 
I am the founder & principal of "Designing RIch Futures," a consulting firm for 
congregations, school & communities. I have been a Jewish 
educator most of my life and have worked in congregations & 
schools in many different capacities.  Currently I am the Director 
of Early Childhood Education at Temple Israel of New Rochelle in 
New Rochelle, NY.  When I was the Director of Early Childhood 
Education at the URJ I was instrumental in helping to develop the 
ECE-RJ.   I received my B.S. degree in Music Therapy from 
NYU, an M.A. in Music Education from Teacher’s College – 
Columbia University, and M.A. in Religious Education from HUC-
JIR.   I am married to Rabbi Andy Bossov and we have two 
daughters, Elisabeth, a junior at NYU School of Nursing, and 
Avra, a senior in High School; we also have two little Jewish 
poodles.  I have been involved in national organizations advocating for excellence in 
Jewish early childhood education and am passionate about Jewish music having taught 
teens to play guitar and become song leaders. She is a member of the URJ Early 
Childhood Committee. 
 
“My goal is to increase the number of ECE-RJ educators enrolled in the 
RPB (Reform Pension Board) as well as to integrate a plan of offerings to 
schools and congregations for health care insurance compatible with the 
new US healthcare system.” 
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DIDI KERLER, VP of Ritual & Jewish Education – Bloomington, IN 
I have been the director and a teacher at Gan Shalom Preschool in Bloomington, 

Indiana for the past seven years. I received my Masters in Early 
Childhood Education from Indiana University and my BA from the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem. I have lived for 9 years in Israel and 
for over 15 in Oxford, England. While in England, I taught in the 
religious school of the Oxford Jewish Congregation and with special 
needs children at Donnington Middle School, also in Oxford.  For the 
past two years, I have been davening with 4-6 year olds on a daily 
basis, infusing tradition with innovation and using early childhood 
methods to make worship interesting, relevant, communal and part of 
the everyday experience of the child. 

 
“I hope to organize the D’var Torah at meetings and conferences. I hope also to 
introduce a daily contemplation for staff during the month of Elul as we prepare 
spiritually for Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur.  In addition, I would love to see an 
easily accessible pool of ideas for mitzvot projects that are developmentally 
appropriate linked to biblical texts so that families understand the depth and roots 
of some of our social action and mitzvot traditions, and create a Jewish program 
bank which can be accessed and shared by directors.” 
 
RUTH RUBIN, VP of Social Action – Hollywood, FL 
I am currently the Preschool Director of Temple Beth El in Hollywood, Florida.  I have 
worked as an Early Childhood Director in corporate childcare, at 
JCC 's, and in other non-profit organizations.  I was the founding 
director of the first early childhood program at Temple Israel of 
Greater Miami, the only Jewish EC program serving working parents 
with children aged six weeks to five years in downtown Miami; 
operated a program for Think Life, Inc., an organization providing 
services for children of families infected and affected by 
HIV; I have taken three programs successfully through NAEYC 
accreditation, and was an NAEYC validator.  I was president of the 
Jewish Council of Early Childhood Educators in South Florida and 
proudly serve on the Board of the ECE-RJ.  My family consists of a 
husband, Hal "Tiny" Rubin, three married sons and six grandchildren. 
 
 “As the Vice President of Social Action I hope I will be able to rekindle, confirm 
and continue the Jewish tradition of doing deeds of kindness and pursuing social 
justice through education, action and advocacy within our own Reform 
Congregations and the Greater Community.” 
 
SUSAN ALPERT, Treasurer – New York City, NY 
I am the Early Childhood Director at the Central Synagogue May Family Nursery School 

in New York, NY and am celebrating my 27th year in Jewish 
early childhood education and my 40th year in education, having 
had a rich career from a special education teacher, remedial 
tutor, infant stimulation therapist, Early Childhood teacher and 
finally as a director.  While pursuing a remedial tutoring career in 
the late 70’s and early 80’s, I managed an art gallery in Soho. 
Susan is a member of the URJ Early Childhood Committee. My 
love of children and Judaism fulfills me in a way that touches on 
my dedication to education, working with parents and my 
connection to spirituality and prayer.  My husband, Allen, and I, 
raised two sons and are now seeing the world through the eyes 
of our new grandson, when each new day is a wonder. 
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“My goal for the year is to make sure that each person who is part of the Early 
Childhood program feel that they are important, that they matter and that we have 
touched their lives.  Then I can rest!!” 
 
 
NORMA CAHEN,M.S., Immediate Past President – Plantation, FL 
I have been the Early Childhood Director at Temple Kol Ami Emanuel in Plantation, 
Florida since 1990.  I earned my educational degrees from the American Montessori 
Society, a B.A. in Liberal Arts and a Masters degree in Pre-K/Primary Education with a 
specialization in Administration and Management from 
Barry University in Miami, Florida.  I serve as an adjunct 
professor at Broward College teaching Early Childhood 
Literature, Creative Activities for Young Children, The 
Philosophy of Early Childhood and the state mandated 
Administration and Management Director Credential.  I 
am privileged to have been one of the founding mothers 
of ECE-RJ – the Early Childhood Educators of Reform 
Judaism and have served as the Vice President of 
Membership, Vice President of Jewish Educational Programming and as National 
President.  Currently I am a member of the URJ Early Childhood Committee. My 
husband Howie and I have been married since 1972 and are the proud parents of four 
incredible sons; Bryan, Gary, Mark and Michael.  We enjoy our six grandchildren. 
 
 “It was my honor and pleasure to have served as your National President.  
Looking back on my Presidency, I feel that I brought three crucial components to 
our organization: active participation at the URJ Biennial, working by-laws for our 
leadership and a healthy and realistic budget. It is through partnerships, 
connections and a shared vision that our members become leaders.” 
 
 
 
 

THE 2011 GENERAL BOARD: 
 
BETH BERMAN, M.S.Ed., National Conference Coordinator – Elkins Park, PA 
 

I am currently the Director of Early Childhood Education for the 
Richard E. Rudolph Jr. Preschool in Pennsylvania. Over the last 
nineteen years in early childhood I have taught in daycare 
coordinated many charitable events for child care awareness, 
given workshops on various areas in early childhood and owned 
and operated a Little Gym Franchise. I was fortunate enough to be 
one of the local conference chairs in Philadelphia (2007). I have 
two wonderful little girls, ages 8 and 13. 
 
“The nicest part about being involved with ECE-RJ, are the 
wonderful educators I have met and worked with over the last 

five years. There is an amazing energy and passion for early childhood education. 
The commitment to our organization and the enhancement of our profession is 
truly remarkable. I feel fortunate to know that I could probably go to any city 
across the county and be welcomed by someone I have met through ECE-RJ. My 
goal is to get as many early childhood educators to our Conference so they can 
see for themselves what makes this organization so unique.” 
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CHERYL COHEN, Communications Chair – Pleasanton, CA 
This is my 31st year of teaching with experience in Hebrew and Religious School 
programs, secular, Jewish and Deaf Preschools, 
holding a B.S Degree in Early Childhood Education 
from Temple University.  Currently, I teach preschool 
part-time and am the Jewish Curriculum Coordinator at 
Congregation Beth Emek Preschool in Pleasanton, CA.  
At Temple Beth Torah in Fremont, CA., I teach 
Kindergarten Sunday School and have served on the 
Temple and Sisterhood Board of Directors. Additionally, 
I am a trained lay leader having studied at Hebrew 
Union College where I completed the Sh’liach Kehilah and Shindler Fellows Programs 
and have attended the Conference for Alternatives in Jewish Education annually and 
Union for Reform Judaism Biennials. In 2006 I received the Helen Diller Award for 
Excellence in Jewish Education from the Jewish Community Federation of San 
Francisco. Presently, I am enrolled in the Kivvun program sponsored by the Institute of 
Jewish Spirituality. I live in Pleasanton, CA with my husband and 2 children while my 2 
other children live in Fremont and San Francisco respectively.  
 
“As Communication Chair I plan to work closely with the communication 
committee continue to provide a feeling of belonging and connectedness to ECE-
RJ through email and newsletters and at conventions and conferences. I hope to 
foster deeper communication between directors, teachers, parents, children, 
temple members, and Jewish Institutions in the communities in which we live.”   
 
ELLEN  DIETRICK, Advocacy Chair – Needham, MA 
I am the new Director of Early Childhood Education at Temple Beth Shalom in 

Needham, MA after spending the past 10 years at Congregation 
Beth Israel in Charlottesville, VA.  I am also the author of the 
children's book It's Israel's Birthday.   As a Jim Joseph Foundation 
Fellow I am currently developing a community of practice to enable 
Jewish early childhood educators nationally to work and learn 
together online.  I have been blogging in the early childhood setting 
for the past three years enjoying the power of school blogs and 
sharing them with others.   When not immersed in early childhood 
work, I love to play with glass.  
 
“As Advocacy Chair I hope to help create an Accreditation 

process for Jewish Early Childhood Centers in the Reform movement building on 
the work that has been done in prior years.”  
 
MARCI SPERLING FLYNN,  Pensions/Benefits Chair – Oak Park, IL 
I have been Glasser Preschool’s full time Director since 1998.  I am proud to have led 
Glasser Preschool through its initial NAEYC accreditation and then 
re-accreditation five years later.  I received a BA in psychology 
from Brandeis University (having also spent a semester at Tel Aviv 
University), a JD from Georgetown University Law School, and 
have completed my course work towards a MA in early childhood 
education at National Louis University. After practicing law for ten 
years, I changed careers to follow my dream of working full time 
with children and their families.  I live in Oak Park, Illinois  with my 
husband, dog, and two children (both of whom are proud graduates 
of Glasser Preschool).  I am an active member of the CFJE 
Director’s Group, Early Childhood Collaboration’s Director’s 
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Roundtable, and serve as the ECE representative on the URJ Central District Council. 
 
 “As Pensions/Benefits Chair I hope to encourage members of ECE-RJ to take full 
advantage of the program available from the Reform Pension Board. As hard working 
early childhood educators we deserve to have full benefits from our employers including 
a strong pension plan. My goal is to help our members work with their employers to 
establish their own equitable pension arrangements.” 

TRICIA GINIS, Membership Chair – Paradise Valley, AZ 
I have been an educator of young children for over 16 years and I consider it a pleasure 

to be able to provide a strong Jewish identity for the children in my 
programs. I am currently the Director of Education, overseeing both 
The Solel Preschool and Temple Solel's Raker Religious School. I 
am fortunate to work with children of all ages. I joined ECE-RJ in 
2006 and have been a member ever since. The connections I have 
made and the opportunities for professional growth and learning 
through my affiliation with ECE-RJ have helped me become the 
educator I am today. Phoenix has been my home since I was a very 
young girl. I have spent my professional life working in preschool, 
public and private school settings as well as in a religious school 
setting as well. Having been here most of my life, I feel a great 

connection with the Jewish community. My husband and I have two wonderful children 
who keep our lives fulfilled! 
 
“I am looking forward to working as the ECE-RJ Membership Chair for the coming year. 
My focus is helping Directors and teachers connect, through affiliation with ECE-RJ, with 
other Early Childhood Education professionals to help broaden their areas of expertise 
whether it is with infants, toddlers, preschoolers, Judaic specialist, music specialists or 
Preschool Directors. Providing these connections to encourage communication and 
exchange among Early Childhood Educators is key to the success of the ECE-RJ.” 
 
KAREN GOLDSTEIN, Mentoring Chair – New Brunswick, NJ 
I am the Director of Early Childhood Education at Anshe Emeth Memorial Temple in 
New Brunswick, NJ and have served as the Director of the Gan Yeladeem Learning 
Center since 2001. During this time, I have written and 
implemented a developmentally appropriate and fully integrated 
Jewish curriculum for infants through Kindergarten. My early 
childhood experience began as the founder and owner of Karen’s 
House Family Child Care where I educated and nurtured infants 
and toddlers exclusively for nearly 10 years.  I have developed 
several professional development workshops which I present at 
national early childhood conferences for Infant and Toddler 
caregivers and for directors with centers that serve children under 
the age of three in order to promote quality care in a Jewish 
setting.  I am a member of the National Association for the 
Education of Young Children and the Coalition of Infant/Toddler Educators.  I hold a BA 
from Douglas College in Theatre Arts and have completed all the required coarse work 
towards a MA in ECE Administration/Family Studies from Kean University.  I reside in 
East Brunswick, NJ with my four children, Rachel (age 20), Sarah (age 17), Miriam (age 
14) and Benjamin (age 9). 
 
"The goal for this year is to reach out to our membership to determine what our 
mentoring needs are within our membership and then to develop a system to 
address those needs.  This will begin at the Panim Chadashot reception, as we 
welcome our new conference attendees and members.” 



2011 Board Bio   Page 8 

 
LORI KOWIT, Family Education Chair – Beachwood, OH 
I earned an Early Childhood Education degree from the University of Cincinnati (Ohio). 

Before becoming the Director of Ganon Gil Preschool, I worked 
as a preschool/daycare teacher, director of a corporate daycare 
program, and consultant to several local childcare programs. In 
addition to being an American Red Cross CPR Trainer, I teach 
classes at the local Resource & Referral Agency as well as for 
the Polaris Adult Education Career Center.  I earned a Childcare 
Administrative Award, an Early Childhood Literacy Mentoring 
Award and currently am a State of Ohio Early Literacy Mentor. I 
am the ECE Chairperson for the Cleveland Jewish Community 

Collaboration Network; the ECE Chairperson for the Cleveland Jewish Community 
“Opening the Gateway” Committee; and the 2009 & 2010 ECE Conference Coordinator 
for Siegal College Moreh L’Morim Conference.  I have been a member of ECE-RJ since 
2005 and have served on several conference committees having been the Local 
Conference Chair for the ECE-RJ 2009 conference held in Cleveland Ohio: “ECE-RJ 
Rocks the Arts with Ruach.”  I am a representative of ECE-RJ on the Early Childhood 
Committee of the URJ.   

 
“As the Family Education Chair, I hope to share family programming ideas with all 
members of ECE-RJ.  I am hoping to get the members of the organization share their 
outstanding Family Education Programs and I would like to create a Catalogue of 
Programs available as a resource for our members."  
 
 
 
DALE LAING, Ritual Chair – Maple Glen, PA 
I am the Director of Early Childhood Education at Congregation Beth Or in Maple Glen, 
PA.   The Center is comprised of 190 families that serve 
young children from Infants to Kindergarten.  The Center is 
open all year has a vibrant camp and school and has full day 
care for working parents.  I earned a Bachelor's of Science in 
Special Education from The Pennsylvania State University 
and immediately distinguished myself as a dedicated 
Learning Specialist.  I worked with teachers and families of 
children of all ages to create appropriate learning 
environments for them.  Additionally, I have been an 
Instructor with the Penn Literacy Network, an adjunct 
program of the University of Pennsylvania, where I used my 
knowledge, experience and proven techniques to train 
teachers all over the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to improve their abilities in the 
classroom.  I have been a teacher in The Center and have served as its Assistant 
Director since 2007. I never stops learning and expect to complete my Director's 
Credential from Gratz College later this year.  I have two young children, a daughter 
Rebecca who is 8 years of age and a son Michael who is 7 years of age.  Both are 
graduates of Beth Or! 
  
“As ritual chair, I would like to compile stories for Tot Shabbats and categorize 
them by holiday, and or subject matter.  This will be a helpful tool for Directors 
and Rabbis to use as a resource.   Storytelling is an integral piece of our program 
and connects young children to Judaism.  Providing quality stories with morals 
and lessons can be used as a wonderful learning tool.” 
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SHELLY SENDER, Social  Action Chair – Dallas, TX 
I have a Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology from Southern Methodist University and 

a Masters Degree in Education Administration with a 
specialization in Early Childhood Disorders from the 
University of Texas at Dallas.  I have worked as the 
Early Childhood Education director at Temple Emanu-El 
in Dallas for the past four years.  Prior to this I owned 
and operated a school in North Dallas for sixteen years. 
I also owned a residential farm camp in Plano for five 
years.  I was born in Johannesburg, South Africa, 
moving to the United States when I was seventeen 
years old. I am married and have three children, ages 

twenty-three, twenty-one and fifteen. 
 
“I hope to bring and share ideas on current social action issues that concern our 
families and well as our country, and areas of interest that we as Early Childhood 
Educators can use in the classroom. It is so important to create an awareness of 
what is going on in the world around us and to  teach our children the gift of 
helping others.” 

BARBARA SMEAD, Outreach Chair – San Jose, CA 
Local Conference Chair for the 2009 ECE-RJ conference in San Jose, California, I am the 
founding director of Temple Emanu-El Preschool, which opened in 
2001.  I have worked as a Preschool Director since 1987 in the San 
Jose area.  I earned a degree in Early Childhood Education from 
West Valley College, a BA in Organizational Management from 
Ashford University and a Master's degree in Education from Ashford 
University.  I was born and raised in San Jose where I continue to 
live with my two sons, Chris and Zander.  
 
“As Outreach Chair my goal is to create a community of 
inclusion and provide resources for our Jewish and non-Jewish staff 
members and families.” 
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2011 ANCILLARY BOARD POSITIONS 
 (To serve at the pleasure of the President) 
 
NORMA CAHEN, M.S., Education Summit (December 2011) Liaison– Plantation, FL 

(for biographical information see above to Immediate Past President) 
 
“As the ECE-RJ immediate Past President, I now serve as the liaison to the URJ 
Education Summit for the December Washington 2011 Biennial.  My responsibility 
on this committee is one of planning and organizing workshops that will be 
inculcated through out the Biennial.” 
 
TRICIA GINIS, Local Conference (Phoenix 2011) Chair – Phoenix, AZ 

(for biographical information see above to General Board Member) 
 
BONNIE RUBINSTEIN, Good & Welfare Coordinator – Dallas, TX 
I recently retired as Director of Early Childhood Education at Temple Shalom in Dallas, 

Texas after working my entire adult life in the field of 
early childhood education. I have to say that getting 
to know my colleagues around the country through 
ECE-RJ has been a highlight of my career.  I have 
been married for 44 years and I have two sons, 
a wonderful daughter-in-law, and three fabulous 
grandchildren who are the highlight of my life. My 
older son lives in Hong Kong with his partner and my 
younger son lives close to me in Plano, Texas.  I am 
proud to be a founding member of ECE-RJ. 

  
“This year I will have the opportunity to be the Good and Welfare Coordinator for 
ECE-RJ and I look forward to hearing from you so we can all share your 
happiness for a simcha, support you if there is a sad occasion or help you if you 
or a member of your family is not feeling well.” 
 
PHYLLIS SHANKMAN, Local Biennial (Washington Area, 12/2011) Chair – Potomac, MD 
I have been an early childhood educator for over 40 years and a director since 1989. I 
hold a Master of Science in Early Childhood Education from the 
College of New Rochelle and a Bachelor of Arts from Hunter 
College of the City University of New York.  This is my eighth year 
as Director of Early Childhood and Primary Education for 
Washington Hebrew Congregation, where I oversee the Rabbi 
Joseph Weinberg Early Childhood Center at the Julia Bindeman 
Suburban Center in Potomac Maryland and the Edlavitch-Tyser 
Early Childhood at the temple in Washington D.C.  I am a member 
of the Early Childhood Education Committee of the URJ and a co-
chair of the Partnership for Jewish Life and Learning Early 
Childhood Directors Committee.  I will be the local Biennial Chair 
for 2011.  I am very excited to be a part of what promises to be a 
wonderful biennial experience in our nation’s capital, and to 
introduce all of you to our vibrant early childhood community and schools.  I am married 
and the very proud mother of three daughters, two sons-in-law and four grandchildren.  I 
am also in a unique position and extraordinarily fortunate to work very closely with my 
oldest daughter who is an Associate Rabbi of Washington Hebrew Congregation and a 
liaison to the Early Childhood Centers. 
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PROFESSIONAL POSITIONS: 
 
ELAINE B. GAIDEMAK, RJE, Executive Administrator – West Orange, NJ 
Active in early education for more than 25 years, Elaine also taught first, second and third 

grade and is credentialed in primary and early education in the 
state of New Jersey.  Her Jewish early childhood career includes 
the establishment of a nursery school; being a director of several 
centers; offering staff development workshops; and parent 
consultations. A founding member of the organization, Elaine 
helped write the bylaws; established and developed procedure 
and policies; coordinated the 2005 conference in New York City; 
and served as VP of Administration from 2004 through mid 2005.   
In May of 2005 she became the first Executive Administrator of 
ECE-RJ and continues to serve in that capacity at the present 
time. 
 

“As the ECE-RJ EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR, it is my goal to continue to find 
ways to strengthen the organization.  I also intend to assist the Board and the 
membership in all ways possible within the parameters of the job.” 
 
CATHY ROLLAND, Early Childhood Specialist, Department of Jewish Learning, 
Union of Reform Judaism – New York City, NY 
Cathy Rolland is an Early Childhood Education Specialist for the URJ focusing on early 
childhood education and engagement of families with young 
children. Her area of expertise includes working with 
professional/lay leader partners in strategic visioning and 
planning to strengthen existing programs through the integration 
of the tenants of Reform Judaism.  In addition she provides 
assistance to affiliated congregations with staff development and 
lay leader training in the areas of enhancing curriculum and 
creating innovative ideas for early engagement. Cathy is directly 
involved with the URJ early childhood website and all of the early 
childhood resources including: GOT SHABBAT, Holiday 
Happenings and the professional journal, Ganeinu.  Cathy was a 
founding member and the first President of the Early Childhood 
Educators of Reform Judaism, (ECE-RJ) the newest affiliate of 
the Union. She served as the Director of Mountain Top School for Young Children at 
Temple Har Shalom in Warren, New Jersey for eleven years. Cathy was instrumental in 
developing a strong partnership with congregational lay leadership that created strong 
connections between the early childhood school and Temple Har Shalom families. Cathy 
and her husband reside in Watchung, New Jersey with their three sons and chocolate 
lab, Maggie Denali.  
 
“The partnership between the URJ Department of Lifelong Jewish Learning and 
the Early Childhood Educators of Reform Judaism reflects the commitment to 
supporting and advancing the development of a strong Reform Jewish identity 
among our youngest children and their families while examining the compelling 
need for early engagement as the critical “first step” of Jewish living and learning.  
The URJ early childhood committee continues to bring all partners together, with 
a focus on clearly defining the impact early childhood education and engaging 
families with young children, has on the greater congregational community.   Both 
are critical to ensuring a future for our congregations and the entire Reform 
Movement.” 
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JENN MAGALNICK, RJE, Early Childhood Specialist (1 day/week), Department of 
Jewish Learning, Union of Reform Judaism – Seattle, WA 
Jenn is an Early Childhood Education Specialist, focusing on Early Childhood Jewish 

Education.  Her areas of expertise in ECE include 
curriculum development, classroom planning, teacher 
training, communication and working with families.  
Before joining the Congregational Consulting Group, 
Jenn worked for the Union for Reform Judaism as the 
Regional Educator for the Pacific Northwest Council in 
the Department of Lifelong Jewish Learning. She 
holds a BA in Hebrew Language and Literature from 
the University of Alberta, with a year spent in Israel at 

the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and an MA in Jewish Communal service from the 
Hornstein Program at Brandeis University.  Jenn has worked professionally in 
congregational schools and JCC Early Childhood programs and currently has her own 
little Early Childhood lab at home with her two young boys.  Her husband also works in 
the Jewish community as the Editor of the local Jewish newspaper.  Jenn and her family 
happily reside in Seattle. 
 
MARC NEWMAN, Active Ex-Officio, Chair of the Early Childhood Committee of the 
Union of Reform Judaism – New York City, NY 
Marc Newman has been involved with URJ Camping and Youth since the mid 
80's...beginning as a member of the Eisner Camp Commission and becoming its chair 
during the period the URJ acquired Crane Lake Camp.  At the 
same time, Marc served as Youth Chair of the Greater New 
York Council of Reform Synagogues.  As a member of the URJ 
National Board, Marc serves on the NAC (North American 
Camp Committee), the Budget Committee, and the Executive 
Committee as well as being a member of the Lifelong Jewish 
Learning Council and Commission.  Two years ago, Marc was 
asked to Chair the newly formed Early Childhood Committee in 
partnership with URJ professional Cathy Rolland.  Together 
with an active, energetic committee, we have become one of 
the strongest committee models of the URJ. At the Toronto 
Biennial in 2009, in partnership with Early Childhood Professionals, Clergy, and Lay 
Leaders, we began to explore the importance of early family engagement thru of Early 
Childhood Centers and are actively trying to expand the reach Early Childhood Centers 
as the beginning of Lifelong Jewish Learning and Synagogue membership for our young 
Jewish Families. 
 
 
 


